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Dairy con/ erence challenges 
producers to increase milk quality 
By CHRIS KICK 
ckick@farmanddairy.com 

.DALTON, Ohio - Dairy farmers 
were challenged to continue improv
ing the quality of their milk and their 
consumer image duriµg the annual 
Northeast Ohio Regional Dairy Con
ference, Feb. 20 in Dalton. 

Speakers addressed "the hows and 
whys of quality milk" and the many 
things farmers can do to reduce somat
ic cell count and improve cow health. 

Pamela Ruegg, professor and ex
tension milk quality specialist with .the 
University of Wisconsin at Madison, 
said a lot of it has to do with common 
sense planning, and making sure ev
eryone on the farm follows the plan. 

"It's based on good management 
of cows, good management of.milking . 
and good management of the environ
ment," she said. "There's simply no· 
shortcuts. Dairy farming is a compli· 
cated, science-base4 business (of) pro
ducing high quality milk." 

The mammary infection mastitis 
usually happens through direct ex
posure from another infected cow, or 
from encounters in the barn or pasture 
where the bacteria lives in the cow's 
natural environment. Ruegg sa1d it's 
import.ant to manage both the cow and 
her environment to the fullest extent. 

Follow the plan. A common 
problem, .she said, is not training the 
milk help with best practices. Work
ers need to know the farm's policy for 

(Chris Kid< phoki) 

Ken Vorgert (right), chief of the U.S. Department of Agricul- · 
ture's Dairy Grading Branch, spoke with veterinarians MelWenger 
(left), Carl Schlatter and Bill Yost during .the dairy conference. It 
was held Feb. 20 in Dalton. · 

milking, she said, and how to handle 
teat dipping, milk parlor management 
and cow health. · 

Ruegg said the days of farmers 
making their own teat dip solution· are 
gone and encouraged them to spend 
the extra money to invest in a com
mercially proven product. She also 
said it's a must to use separate towels 
on each cow's teats, to prevent any 
chance of spreading bacteria. 

No matter how hard a dairy farmer 
tries, though, Ruegg said it's still go
ing to be difficult to keep teats clean 

because the design of .the. cow natu
rally leads to the potential for inanun: 
and bacterial exposure. · 

"God designed the cow incorrect
ly,» she said half-jokingly. 

According to Ruegg, ii would have 
been better to have the cow's teats on 
her backside, where here would be 
more. distance from the manure and 
waste. 

International . markets. Ken 
Vorget, chief of the U.S. Depan-
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Coshocton County: 

Judge: Household 
production from J 

gas well not enough 
to continue lease 
By KRISTY FOSTER SEACHRIST 
kfoster@farmanddairy.com 

COSHOCTON, Ohio - A Coshocton County judge has ruled 
against a 1983 oil and gas lease that was holding property under the 
extension. clause because it was producing enough natural gas for a 
household. 

Background. George and Bonnie Clari<. and Roy W. and Sheila A. 
Krasky filed the lawsuit against Zelpha Myers in 2012 over a gas well and 
lease on their property. The gas well, which is owned by Myers, was pro
ducing enough gas for Myers' household, and that production was being 
used to keep the lease in effect. 

The Clarks and the Krasky family own land in Keene Township in Co
' . shocion County. The two separate parcels were originally one parcel and 

leased as such before the land was sold to either family. The Clarks own 
26.18 ac~s and the Kruky family owns 20.79 acres. 

· The land was originally leased to Buckeye Oil in 1983, and a well was 
driUed on the property. The well was eventually sold to Myers, a neighboc, 
iii 1998. Myers owned the well, but did not own the land on which the 
well was located. 

No royaltles. Acconliag to documeacs, no royalties have been paid 
to the Clark OI" Krasty families since 1999 ad no production has been 
reported to the Ohio Department of Natural Resources since 1998. 

The·only well produccion prcsendy ongoing provides natural gas to the 
Myers' home for bousebold llllC. 

(Conlinu«l on Page A 10) 



Visit our store 
6125 Smith-Kramer 
Hartville, OH 44632 

Cupolas & Weathervanes 
/,.OW TRIM PRICES!!! 

Hours 8-4:30 M, T, W, F 
8-7 Sat, Closed.Sun & Thurs 
1 mile N. of Atlantic PA 

9730 Laird Rd. 

LE.A..THE 

VAUGHAN"S 
CUSTOM MADE SPORT WEAR 

www.custommadesportwear.com 

330-877-9677 
•JACKETS, GLOVES, CHAPS, ETC. FROM YOUR LEATHER OR OURS 

•TACK REPAIR AND LEATHER ALTERATIONS 

•HOLSTERS, BELTS, LEATHER FOR CRAFTS 
•STEER HIDE AND SHEEPSKIN RUGS 

MADE IN THE U.S.A. FOR 50 YEARS 

JOHN DEERE 
FILTER SALE 

Stock Up Now and SAVE 
120/o OFF TOP QUALITY FILTERS 

March 1 - 31, 2013 

Over 180 to Choose From 
Stop in today and take advantage of these special 

savings. Pick up filters for all your farm and 
home vehicle needs. 

-

JOHN DEERE 
OIL SALE 

- -

along with a completed resume and a 
video presentation highlighting their 
ideas on the dairy industry. 

Each finalist was also interviewed 
by a panel of judges, who then com
bined their scrapbook achievements 
and interview scores to select two 
winners. The finalists named were: 
Quinn Cashell, Franklin County; Isaac 

g\lished Junior Member Contest to be 
held in July at the National Holstein 
Convention in Indiana, 

Junior winners. The association 
also recognizes the distinguished ju
nior member winners in the junior di
vision. The finalists were recognized 
at the Junior Holstein Convention in 
Erie. 

County, Tabitha Hauck of Snyder 
County, Olivia Lesher of Berks Coun

·_ty, and Elizabeth Stoltzfus of Somerset , 
Coiinty. 

The 2013 junior division winners 
are Olivia Lesher, daughter of William 
and Lolly Lesher of Bernville and 
Elizabeth Stoltifus, daughter of Duane 
and Andrea Stoltzfus of Berlin. 

Judge: Household production from 
gas well not enough to continue lease 

(Continued from Page A 1) 

The Clarks and Krasky families 
filed the lawsuit against Myers in an 
attempt to get out of the lease. 

Judge's decision. The case 
went to trial Feb. 1, and Coshocton 
Coµnty Common Pleas Court Judge 
Robert J. Batchelor issued his order 
Feb. 14, concluding that this well was 
not considered "production" under the 
terms of the lease. 

The original contract states the 
lease could continue as long as oil and 
or gas was being produced by the well. 

Atty. Tom White, the plaintiffs' at
torney, said this was a case to see how 
strictly the law would be applied. 

"No production, no royalty, no 
lease," said White. 

Production questioned. My
ers claimed the production of gas from 
well for her home constituted produc
tion under the terms of the lease and 
Batchelor disagreed. 

He cited a 2005 Ohio case, Morri
son v. Petro Evaluation Services, Inc. 
(from Ohio's 5th District Court of Ap
peals that includes Coshocton County) 
that said the production of gas for 
household use is not considered "pro
duction" under the terms of the lease. 

"In essence, the defendant's (My
ers') position is unjust and against 
public policy because the defendant 
(Myers) desires to indefinitely hold the 
plaintiffs' (Clark and Krasky) lands in 
bondage to a non-producing oil and 
gas lease," Batchelor wrote in his de
cision. 

He wrote that the lease expired due 
to non-production. 

No comments. Myers attorney, 
David Hipp, of New Philadelphia, 
Ohio was contacted for comment. He 
said he had not discussed the ruling 
with his client and was unsure if he 
would file an appeal. 

If the case would be appealed, it 
would be heard in the 5th District 
Court of Appeals, which issued the 
decision in the 2005 case of Mor
rison v. Petro Evaluation Services, 
Inc. 

(Reporter Kristy Foster Seachrist 
welcomes feedback by phone at 800-
837-3419 or by e-mail at kfoster@ 
farmanddairy.com. You can also fo l
low her on Twitter at http ://twitter. 
comlfosterk96 .) 

Financial analysis for a tree farm 
NEW PHILADELPHIA, Ohio -

Tom Weygandt, formerly a teacher in 
Buckeye Career Center's adult edu
cation program, will be the featured 
speaker at the 7:30 p.m. March 6 
meeting of the East Central Ohio For
estry A"sociation (ECOFA). 

At the meeting, Weygandt will dis
cuss important financial records and 
how to use them to assess the health of 
a tree farm enterprise. 

ECOFAis an organization of persons 
interested in improving their woodlands 
and in forestry-related topics. 

PROTECT NEXT YEAR INPUTS & CROPS 

• Start locking in profit TODAY with NEXT YEAR crops 
• Don't oversell your 20 I 3 production 

Contact Gary Walkama 
with Diversified Services 
to better understand the VALUE of Crop Insurance. 

330·482-9250 or visit www.diversifiedservices.com 

The public is invited to attend 
the free meetings which are held 
monthly at McDonald-Marlite 
Lewis Conference Center, 143 Mc
Donald Drive NW in New Phila
delphia. 

Union Local FFA 
&FFAAlumni 
Farm Toy Show 

At Union Local High School 

SUNDAY, MARCH 10, 2013 
Time 9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M. 

Pedal pull 1:00 P.M. 75 LB. max 

Donation $3.00 under 12 Free 

Morristown, OH Exit 208 

For more information (740)484-4112 


